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classification into "categories" assumes importance.
The class origin of the criminal determines to a not
inconsiderable extent the rapidity with which he is
allowed to climb the ladder leading to the outside
world and freedom.
Prisoners falling into the third or last category,
who are obviously of proletarian origin and cannot be
suspected of a deep-seated hatred for the new social
order, are shown greater leniency and tolerance and
are speeded up on their march toward freedom. At
the discretion of the prison heads and of the Distribu-
tion Commission they may from the start be assigned
to the intermediary and even in the highest group, thus
gaining at once the rights, privileges and preference
for release which other prisoners can acquire only by
model conduct and faithful work over a stated period.
For prisoners of the first and second categories enroll-
ment in the beginners' group is mandatory. Members
of the first category remain in the beginners' group
until they have served half of their sentence, while
members of the second category have their stay in
the beginners' group reduced to only one-fourth of
their sentence. When a prisoner of the third or prole-
tarian category has been placed in the beginners' group
he cannot be kept there longer than one-quarter of his
sentence.
According to the group they are in prisoners are
granted privileges as follows:
In the beginners' group prisoners are permitted ta